
Harry E. Wells Building  300 Park Avenue  Falls Church, Virginia 22046-3332  www.fallschurchva.gov  

 
 

Office of Communications
703-248-5003 (TTY 711)

FAX 703-248-5146
publicinfo@fallschurchva.gov

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   CONTACT: 
Tuesday, May 16, 2006     Nicole Gobbo 

      703-248-5210 (TTY 711) 
       ngobbo@fallschurchva.gov  
   
       Hyun June Lee 
       703-248-5101 (TTY 711) 
       hlee@fallschurchva.gov 

 
Falls Church City Arborist Participates In Gulf Coast  

Rapid Tree Assessment Project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FALLS CHURCH, VA. –  Falls Church City Arborist Jill-Anne Spence has returned from the hurricane-damaged
Gulf Coast, where she participated in the Gulf Coast Rapid Tree Assessment Project as part of the region’s recovery
efforts. The USDA Forest Service coordinated this partnership of urban forestry and arboriculture professionals to
assist communities in Mississippi and Louisiana affected by hurricanes Katrina and Rita last summer. 
 
Urban and community forests along the Gulf Coast suffered tremendous damage during the hurricanes. In
Mississippi alone, Urban Foresters estimate 465,000 trees were destroyed by the hurricanes, 681,000 require
removal, and 1.5 million need repair work. 
 
Spence spent two weeks in the region, from April 23 through May 4, assessing trees that remain in the disaster zones.
Because trees in disaster zones are rarely assessed by professional arborists, many that could be saved are often
destroyed. The work of Spence and fellow arborists participating in the Rapid Tree Assessment Project will help
properly managed survivor trees form the foundation of local community efforts to rebuild urban forests in the
affected areas. 
 
Spence was one of eight professional arborists who inventoried trees and assessed them for condition, risk to public
safety, and made recommendations for appropriate tree care. The assessments will be used to manage the risks
associated with storm-damaged trees and identify other remedial actions to mitigate the risk of future damage. 
 
The goals of this on-going assessment project are to provide affected communities with a list of priority removals
and pruning and other storm-related actions that can be used to create an interim management plan, and to use the
information gathered to request funds from the Federal Emergency Management Agency to assist the communities in
their cleanup efforts 
 
Note: Photo attached of Falls Church City Arborist Jill-Anne Spence in New Orleans, Louisiana. 
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